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Populate Database Records

TNTmipsprovidesaprocedurefor geometric objects (vector, shape,

¢ PA_US_Highways \ Line \ PA_US_6 =)<

and CAD) that allows you to populate fields in a set of database Table Edit Record | Field "fﬂ

table records using designated fixed values or values copied from [ 1] ] R [) Hew " Wo Rttachnent

fieldsin other tables. In order to use existing field values, theteble [ Sl forsiece Bemine Rerondeee futoched to active elonent
in which you are populating records must have records directly at- I~ Tooos e 0 T o

tached to geometric elements, and the source table must be another You can use options on the Record menu in database table
. ' . windows to populate fields in the table’s records. To

tab_le '_n the same element database ar_]d must have records di ,reCtIy populate fields in existing records, choose Populate

or indirectly attached to elements. This procedure can be applied to Existing Records. The Populate Database Records window

fieldsin existing records or when new records are created for marked (illustrated below) also appears when you have marked

or active (last marked) elementsin aView. Any type of numeric or related/attached geometric elements in a View, choose

string field can be populated by this procedure. Unlike computed Record / New, and then choose Attached to active element

. . - ) or Attached to marked elements from the submenu.
and string expression fields, whose displayed values are read or com-

puted dynamically from the source fields, the populate database NOTE: for geometric element tables with one-to-one
records procedure writes actual values into the specified fields and G IE BPE (@12 [EEeie Pl SeiEht g ane
records. and vou can manually edit these values later if nec element per record), the operation to create a new

! y y essary. record attached to marked elements automatically
To use the Populate Database Records operation, open a tabular creates a separate record for each marked element.
view of the target database table. To populate fields in existing Ul [PEBUIEIE [DEIEIESE RECOULS Glilien) Cm 52 UEen 1

. populate specified fields in the new records from tables

r_ecords’ choose Record / Populate Existing Records. To pOPUIate with records attached or related to these elements.
fields when you create a new record or records for the active or

marked elements in the View, choose Record / New, then either Attached to active element or Attached to marked elements (see
illustration in the upper right corner of this page). The Populate Database Records window (illustrated below) then opens. The
Field Name and Type columnsin thiswindow list the name and data type of all fieldsin thetable. The Condition column contains
a menu-controlled entry for each database field that sets the conditions under which a new value should be set for the field. The
default setting Never meansthat no new valueswill be written to the field, while the Always setting meansthat anew value will be

written to the field regardless of the existing value in the field. The other Condition options let you populate the field with new
values depending on the existing

. '9( Populate Database Records b Populate Database Records E]@
value. For text fieldsyou can choose | : — 2 —
. . Field Hane |Tgpe |Cund1t1.un |Hethud I‘u"a Field Hane |Tupe |Cund1t10n |Hethnd |‘||'alue Y
If Empty; for numeric fields you can RT_HD Text  Never - RT_HD Text  Aluays v Field v PaStateRoads2013_02,5T_RT_HD v
JURIS Integer Hever ~ Hever JURIS Integer Hewver —
ChOO% If Nu“y If Zero, or If Nu“ or LENGTH_H Hunber  Hever ~ Aluays LENGTH_H Hunber  Never - Never
5 TR_BUILT Integer Hever ~ YR_BUILT Integer Hever ' Aluways
Zero. If you arecreating new records YRLRESURF  Integer Hever ~ooeed| ||YRIRESURF  Integer Never'Tr nulL
H H TNTAI UTNTH Tnteosr Heuer w TOTAL_HIDTH Integer Hewver -
and do not wish to populate fields, LAHECHT  Intecer Hover - IF Zero
i iti STREET_HAHE Text  Hever - If Hull or Zero
simply leave the Condition column TAREERNENE Jowt  Never ]

set to Never for all fields and press To begin to populate values for a field, left-click on its entry in the Condition column to pop
OK on the Populate Database up a menu. Choose Always to replace any existing value or choose one of the conditional

Records window. (0\,3) entries (for text fields: If Empty; for numeric fields: If Null, If Zero, or If Null or Zero).
| "¢ Populate Database Records % Select Table/Field =) | "¢ Populate Database Records E]@
—Tabl —Field
Field Hane |Tupe |Condition [Hethod |¥alue In:er‘:al Field Hane [Tupe |Condition [Hethod |value
RT_HD Text Aluays v [specifyl CTY_CODE RT_HOD Text Aluays v Field PaStateRoads2013_02 5T_RT,
JURIS Integer Hever v Constant LINESTATS JURTS JURTS Integer Aluays v [specifyl v~
LENGTH.H  Hunber HNever v Field PA_US_Highuays EISTRICEN LENGTH_.H  Hunber HNever v Lonstant |
YR_BUILT  Integer Hever v T YR_BUILT  Integer Hever v Field
— - ] YR_RESURF  Integer Never v —

Continue by left-clicking on the field’'s Selection [FaStateRoads2013_02,5T_RT_HD

entry in the Method column to pop up a Ok | Cancel| Help
menu.
Choosing Field from Method menu opens the Select Table/ Choosing Constant from the Method menu
Field window so you can choose a related table and field creates an editable field in the Value column,
as the source for the values for the current field. The where you can enter the desired numeric value
selected table.field reference is shown in the Value field in or text string for the field.
the Populate Database Records window. \
| " Populate Database Records / E]@ | e Populate Database Records \ E]@
Ficld Hane |Tupe [Condition [Hethod [Yalue /’ Y Field Hane [Type [Condition [Hethod |\|'Alue | Y
RT_HOD Text Always + Field v PaStateRoads2013_02,5T_RT_HD + RT_HO Text Always + Field Pa$tateRoads2013_02.ST_RT_N[I -
JURIS Integer Hever JURTS Integer Aluays v Constant v |1
LENGTH_H Nunber Hever v LENGTH_H Hunber Hever «
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Setting the Condition menu for a field to a value other than
Never activates the field's entry in the Method column. The
menu for this entry lets you choose either Field (to populate
the field with values from another database field) or Constant
(to write a fixed value to each field). Choosing the Field op-
tion opens the Select Table / Field window so you can make
your selection for the source table and field; choosing Con-
stant creates an editable field in the Value column where you
can enter the desired value (see illustrations at the bottom of
the previous page).

When populating fields using values from another table, for
best results the source and target fields should have the same
datatype. If they have different datatypes, the Populate Data-
base Records operation automatically convertsthe data, within
limits. For example if the source is a string field containing
numeric characters and the target is anumeric field, the source
strings are converted to numeric valuesin the target field; how-
ever, any non-numeric charactersin the sourcefield are stripped
out in the conversion. A source numeric valueis automatically
converted to astring if necessary, but thereis currently no con-
trol over the formatting of the string (e.g., number of decimal
places written to the string).

When you populate records with associated elements marked
in the View, and the marked set does not include &l of the ele-
ments, the lower part of the Popul ate Database Recordswindow

b Populate Database Records

-Jokd
Field Hane |Tgpe |'|"a1ue | A&

RT_HO Text Always v Field « PaStateRoads2013_02,5T_RT_NO +
JURIS Integer Always + Constant+ 1

[Condition [Hethod

LEHGTH_H Humber HAluays + Field LINESTATS . Length «

TR_BUILT Integer Aluays v Field « PaStateRoad=2013_02,YR_BUILT +
TR_RESURF Integer Aluays v+ Fieldw PaStateRoads2013_02 . YR_RESURF «
TOTAL_HIDTH Integer Always v Field~ PaStateRoads2013_02 . TOTAL_HIDT «
LAHE_CHT Integer Always v+ Field~ PaStateRoads2013_02 ,LAHNE_CHT

STREET_HAHE Text
TRAF_RT_HO  Text
TRAF_RT_H1 Text
TRAF_RT_H2 Text
~d

Always + Field « PaStateRoads2013_02,5TREET_HAH «
Always + Constant + US

Always v Field~ PaStateRoads2013_02,TRAF_RT_H1 +
Aluways + Field = PaStateRoads2013_02,TRAF_RT_HZ2 «

]
0K Cancel

Populate Database Records window with all fields set to be
processed regardless of existing values in the fields (Always
setting in the Condition column).

alowsyou to choosewhich set of recordsto process. TheApply
To panel provides options All records, Records attached to
mar ked elements, and Records attached to active element. The
number of records for
each option is shown in
parentheses (seeillustra-
tion to the right). If all
associated elements are
marked, the operation is
automatically applied to
all records.

Apply to
JA1l records (21938)
= Records attached to marked elements {5}

JRecords attached to active element {1}

If some (but not all) associated
elements are marked in the View,
the Populate Database Records
window allows you to choose which
set of records to process.
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