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Launch Google Earth with Any View
TNTview

When you take a Quick Snapshot of any view that uses WGS84 Lat/Lon, you automatically get a KML file to launch
Google Earth (see the color plate entitled TNTview: Launch Google Earth with Lat/Lon View).  If your data uses
another Coordinate Reference System (CRS), you may not automatically get a KML file with your snapshot but the
necessary changes are simple and can be done in TNTview.  If your CRS and extents are not suitable for use in
Google Earth and your snapshot settings call for a KML file, you get a message that informs you of the situation and
tells you how to remedy it.  There is no need to warp your vectors or resample your rasters to WGS84 Lat/Lon.  You
just need to alter the CRS for the display you are creating a snapshot of.

By default the CRS for a dis-
play group is determined by
the first raster or first layer.
The CRS for a layout is de-
termined by the first group
with a non-local CRS.  If this
CRS is significantly different
than WGS84 Lat/Lon (Geo-

graphic), you will not get
a KML file when a snap-
shot is saved.  If you want
to overlay a snapshot of
such a group/layout in

Google Earth, simply open
the Group Settings for the relevant group, set Auto-Match
to None, click on the Projection button and choose
WGS84/Geographic as the CRS.  You must redraw be-

fore taking the snapshot so that the view is in
that projection.

Default settings for view at left.

TNTview is used to display the ortho-
photo layer from the Land Viewer Nebraska Statewide
atlas DVD (top).  The CRS for this layout was initially
SPCS83 Nebraska zone (ft), which generated the
message shown above when the Quick Snapshot
button was first pressed.  The CRS was changed to
WGS84 and a KML file was generated with the next
snapshot.  Google Earth is shown with the snapshot of
the view canvas from TNTview overlaid (above) and
with the overlay turned off (right).

Once the view has been set to use the Lat/Lon CRS
required by Google Earth and has been redrawn, a KML
file can be generated with the snapshot and used to
launch Google Earth.  This ability is in all TNT products
including the free TNTatlas.  In TNTatlas, you must first
open the Layer Manager (Options/Show Layer Manager)
if it is necessary to change the group projection.

TNTview

Snapshot layer

Settings that will generate a
KML file with the snapshot.


