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Launch Google Earth with Lat/Lon View
TNTview

If you have Google Earth installed, you just need to take a snapshot of the view canvas with the Quick Snapshot tool
(see the attached color plate entitled Spatial Display: Quick Snapshot of View Contents) in TNTview or any other TNT
product, including the free TNTatlas, then double-click on the resulting KML file in the snapshot folder to open
Google Earth zoomed to the area of your snapshot.  Google Earth requires a raster in TIFF, JPEG, or PNG format with
a WGS84 Lat/Lon Coordinate Reference System (choose WGS84 Geographic).  If you are using some projection
other than Lat/Lon for the display that is not within one screen pixel of these requirements, you will not get a KML file
with your snaphot.  Both the CRS and the extents of the snapshot determine whether you get a KML file.  The area that
can be captured and produce a KML file varies from one projection to another. For example, using Lambert Azi-
muthal Equal-Area, you get a KML file if the snapshot area is less than 20 miles wide but not when it is 40 or more
miles wide.  At 40 miles wide, data in this projection would be distorted when displayed with a Latitude/Longitude
CRS.  Just double-click on this KML file when connected to the Internet and Google Earth will launch and zoom to
the approximate extents of your snapshot or you can turn on the Show result in Google Earth toggle with the Snapshot
Options, and Google Earth will automatically launch with your snapshot in position.

Folder and files created by
the Quick Snapshot tool.

A snapshot of any geodata you display in a
TNT product can be overlaid on Google Earth.
The view at the left is being directly displayed
from MicroImages’ Global Geodata DVD.
Since the Global Geodata is automatically
displayed in Latitude and Longitude, the
snapshot folder shown below contains a KML
file.  Double-clicking on this KML file launches
Google Earth and overlays this snapshot as
illustrated.

Settlements, roads, and vegetation in Ethiopia
(foreground) are overlaid in Google Earth (right)
to provide a hypothetical example of how the
TNT products can be combined with Google
Earth to determine how relief supplies can
reach an area and who may be in greatest
need.  In addition to the three vector layers from
TNT, the topography provided by Google Earth
can contribute to your assessment of the ease
of delivery.  The example is hypothetical
because if you were actually involved in a relief
effort you would use TNTmips to collect current
detailed data layers from imagery and other
sources.  This view makes apparent the
settlements where relief distibution will be
difficult because there are no roads and where
a greater need may exist (scrub, yellowish vs
grassland, greener).


