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Linking to External Databases using OLE DB

Although the spatial objectsin your TNT Project Files
can store complex attribute information in relational da-
tabases embedded with the objects, you can also maintain
attributesin an external database that can be accessed and
edited by other applications. The Import processin the
TNT products allowsyou to link to (or fully import) ex-
ternal attribute data stored in Microsoft Access, SQL

OLE DB offers considerable advantages over the older ODBC data-
base linking method. OLE DB is more efficient, stable, and several
times faster than an ODBC connection. In addition, OLE DB allows
random access and relational linking to external database structures
that lack a primary key field. For this reason you can use OLE DB to
relate a linked Excel spreadsheet to TNT tables and geometric object
elements, an option that is not available using ODBC.
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Associated records selected in OLE DB-linked external database tables. Use the Refresh button

to update a TNT tabular view to show changes made concurrently in the table’s parent program.
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