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Introduction to Project File Folders
TNT Project Files (*.rvc) now optionally appear and function on your desk-
top as an extension of the Microsoft Windows XP directory structure.  This
capability is based on features implemented in XP Service Pack 1 (newly
purchased XP systems will have this and subsequent service packs already
integrated).  This feature is also available in newer Windows products, for
example Windows 2003.  You can open a Project File to show its contents in
a standard window with icons representing and providing access to its raster,
vector, CAD, shape, TIN, group, layout, and RDBMS objects as well as oth-
ers.  Project File folders can be used to access the objects and internal folders
they contain, which are represented by the same icons shown for the object
type in the Project File Maintenance process and elsewhere in the TNT prod-
ucts.  The five different folder viewing options are illustrated at the left of
this page.  You do not need to set up file associations; it is done automatically.

Double-clicking on any raster, vector, CAD, shape, or TIN icon opens a new
group in Spatial Data Display or TNTatlas and draws that object.  If you

clicked on a group or layout, all the objects in the group or layout
set to display at the saved group or layout scale are drawn when the
Display process or TNTatlas opens.  See the color plate entitled
System: AutoOpen External Geodata Files to compare handling of
Project Files and other spatial data files available for direct use.
The result of double-clicking on a file (external or Project File) is
the major difference in Windows between the behavior of external
spatial data files and Project Files.  Double-clicking on a Project
File shows the contents of that file in TNT File Explorer; double-

clicking on a geospatial object within the Project File will
launch the associated TNT product and display the selected
object.  Double-clicking on some other spatial data file sup-
ported for direct use in TNTmips opens the associated TNT
product and displays that file.  Double-clicking on a Project
File on a Macintosh or Windows system earlier than XP with
Service Pack 1 will open a new display group or layout with
all the objects from the file displayed in top to bottom order
but with all geometric layers above any raster layers.

When you double-click on an object in a Project File, the Display process
is opened in the highest level product you have installed, which can be
TNTmips, TNTedit, or TNTview.  If you only have TNTatlas installed, a
view window in TNTatlas will open.  Right-clicking provides additional
options for opening objects, such as adding them to an already open dis-
play group or opening them for editing in the Spatial Data Editor if avail-
able rather than in Display.  Opening the Editor is not an option unless you

have TNTmips or TNTedit installed.  This and
other right mouse button menu features are dis-
cussed in more detail on the color plate entitled
TNT Explorer: Right Button Features in a
Folder.  Copying objects and additional folder
options are discussed on the color plate entitled
TNT Explorer: Left Button Operations in a
Folder.
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Note: You need to run a TNT
product after installing 2005:71
to activate these capabilities.


