
31
 D

ec
em

be
r 

20
04

Afghanistan: A Sample TNTatlas®

What is this CD?
Four sample atlases of Afghanistan are avail-
able on this FREE CD.  The CD demonstrates the
use of MicroImages’ FREE TNTatlas software,
which can be distributed on a CD, DVD, or other
media to publish your digital map, image, and
database materials in a geographically interre-
lated atlas structure.  The sample geodata used
in these atlases has been deliberately designed
to fit on a CD instead of a DVD so it can be used
on almost any computer anywhere.  However,
please note that by using compression meth-
ods, such as JPEG2000, a large collection of
geodata has been incorporated into these sample
atlases and the TNTatlas software to view and
use them is also included.

The TNTatlas software used to view and work with
this CD is free and can be freely and widely
disseminated.  All the geodata used in this particu-
lar atlas is in the public domain.  As a result, this
sample CD can be duplicated and redistributed
without permission from MicroImages.

What is covered in these atlases?
Three of the sample atlases cover all of
Afghanistan with Landsat images, digital
elevations, planimetric maps, political
boundaries, population data and similar
countrywide geodata.  The fourth sample
atlas provides access to all the publicly
available topographic maps prepared by
the United States and Russia at all scales
(1:10,000, 1:50,000, ...1:500,000) for the
area of Kabul.  Using a larger capacity
DVD and the same JPEG2000 com-
pression would permit these maps of all
of Afghanistan to be incorporated into
this atlas including all the Russian
1:50,000 coverage of the nation and all
other maps up to and including the
1:500,000 coverage (the 1:10,000 map
coverage is available for Kabul only).
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How do I get started?
The TNTatlas software on this CD will autostart if your setup and Windows operating system permits it.  You can manually start
this atlas by double clicking on the start.bat file.  If this action does not start the atlas, run the setup program in the Setup folder
on the CD.  Then choose Start/MicroImages/TNTatlas.  Next choose File/Open and select AfghanAtlas.atl at the root level of
the CD.  If you plan to make repetitive use of these atlases, the TNTatlas will start up faster if you install the program on your
hard drive and select the AfghanAtlas.atl file from the CD.  For even faster performance, copy the geodata making up the atlases
on the CD to your hard drive.  After the TNTatlas software starts, you can navigate interactively through the four sample atlases
by simply clicking your mouse in the current view of an atlas and/or using the variety of zoom-in and zoom-out icons provided
on the icon toolbar above the view.
Can I do more than explore?
Your initial activity in these TNTatlases will be to discover how they work and become familiar with the geodata they contain.
However, the TNTatlas software you are using is much more than a viewer of structured geodata.  It also provides access to
a variety of interactive geospatial analysis tools via icons, menus, toggles, auxiliary windows, and other controls.  Yes, it will
take a little time to discover how these tools work.  The following is a brief introduction to some of these tools.  This CD also
contains a color illustrated tutorial booklets entitled Using TNTatlas for X Windows (tntatlasx.pdf) on how to use these tools.

Layer control.  Any layer in the current composite view can
be toggled on or off via the interactive legend (see the
window on the front of this page).

Print Snapshot.  Click on the Print Snapshot icon to print a
snapshot of what is currently in the view of your TNTatlas
window to the printer you select.

Zoom In tool.  Using the red magnifier on the toolbar zooms
up 2X at the location you click in the view.  Using the blue
magnifier zooms in 2X around the center of the current view.

Zoom Box tool.  Lets you pull out an elastic box for the area
to zoom to fill the view.  Right click if it does not zoom
automatically.

More advanced tools

View-in-View tool.  Lets you see and compare layers ob-
scured by other layers using a resizable box.  In the Kabul
Maps atlas you can use this tool to compare how different
scale maps match at any position within the view rather than
just at the seams between maps.  Pull out an elastic box in
the area you want to view the layer(s) beneath what is
currently visible.

Multi-View Locator.  This tool lets you reposition and zoom
in different views of the same atlas geodata if more than one
view is initially open or you have opened additional views.
Choose View/Open Additional to work with this tool.

GeoToolbox.  This tool lets you seamlessly switch between
measuring, sketching, outlining areas, and feature selec-
tion.  You can immediately get measurements for any sketch
element you draw.  Closed shapes initially drawn for mea-
suring or as part of a sketch can also be converted to area
outlines and used for selecting other features.  The Sketch
tool provides a quick and convenient means for interpreta-

tion and annotation directly in TNTatlas.  The Measure
function provides tools that let you make various types of
measurements, such as the distance between two points, the
area and boundary length of an area you draw or construct,
and the angle between two linear features.  These measure-
ments are reported in the units you select, which can be
changed at any time. A tutorial booklet entitled Sketching and
Measuring is on the CD in the TutorialBooklets folder.

GPS.  The GPS features require using the GPS menu to set
up and control GPS devices’ parameters and the GeoToolbox
to set the input method.  Current GPS position can be tracked
or a position log file can be read to create a sketch layer.

Zoom to Location.  If you happen to know the geographic
coordinates of the location you want to see, this zoom action
lets you enter the coordinates and scale and then zoom there.

Feature selection.  Graphical features (in other words lines,
points, and polygons) can be selected directly or by query or
several other methods.  Attributes in a relational database
associated with selected graphical features can be viewed.
Tables for all features can also be viewed.

Region analysis.  A region is a set of one or more polygons
that can be used for selection, obtaining measurements,
extracting, or it can be added to a sketch.  Once features are
selected, you can interactively conduct region analyses,
such as buffer zone generation to select properties within 100
meters of rivers and streams.  Regions can be generated from
some raster types as well.

Those that want to know even more about additional features and
tools available in the FREE TNTatlas concept can review the
illustrated tutorials Designing Electronic Atlases (atlases.pdf) and
Constructing an Electronic Atlas (hyper.pdf) provided on this CD.

Can I use a TNTatlas via the Internet or other operating system?
The atlases published on this CD for use with Microsoft Windows can be used without any changes and with the identical features
using the TNTatlas software for Mac OS X, Solaris, and various flavors of Linux.  In fact, the content of the atlases can be used
without duplication with all of these operating systems by including each corresponding free version of TNTatlas on the same
CD or DVD.  Any atlas, such as those published on this CD, can also without any alteration be viewed and used with an abridged
set of tools via the Internet using MicroImages’ TNTserver product.  These Afghanistan atlases and other sample atlases can
be accessed using your browser at www.microimages.com/tntserver.
Want more information?
For more information on the software products of MicroImages in English consult our web site at microimages.com or via email
to info@microimages.com or in your language via one of our International Resellers at www.microimages.com/dealers/index.htm.


