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Import/Export Shapefile Line/Polygon Styles

Polygon and line layers styled in ArcView (below), then
imported into and displayed in TNTmips (below right).

Five vector layers styled in TNTmips (below), then exported to
Shapfiles and displayed in ArcView (right).  The hydrology
layer was exported twice, once each for lines and polygons.
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You can now preserve line and polygon styles when you import
vector data from or export data to ArcView 3.X Shapefile format.
During import from Shapefile, style information stored in an ac-
companying .AVL file is automatically recognized, stored in a style
object, and associated with the relevant lines or polygons.  The
imported styles are used automatically (via Style by Attribute) when
you display the imported vector object.
During export to Shapefile you select which type of vector element
to export and the primary attribute table and style table associated
with the elements. (Note that unlike TNT vector objects, the
Shapefile format permits only one element type to be attributed and

styled in a single file. If you need to export both line and polygon
features from the same vector object, you will need to export them
separately to different shapefiles.)  The style information is written
to an AVL file accompanying the Shapefile.  Some elements of your
TNTmips styles may not be available as style components in
ArcView, and if so the export pops up a warning message naming

the first such style, but continues with the export of the valid style
information.  ArcView also uses different rules for adjusting the
relative scaling of line style components (line width versus dash
length, for example), so you may need to adjust the styles in ArcView
to accurately reproduce the appearance of your TNTmips styles.


