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Editing SVG
Since an SVG file contains text, you can use any text editor
to edit it.  But just as many people use graphically-based

editors for HTML files (which are
also text-based), so there are a
number of choices for editing SVG
files.  You can use a simple free edi-
tor with limited features, or a spe-
cial SVG editor that supports com-
plex, layered drawing tools.  Many
commercial products, such as
Adobe Illustrator 10, support SVG
directly.  Jasc WebDraw also works
directly with SVG files and supports
drawing, animation tools, and em-
bedded scripts.
Bear in mind that support for SVG
is still uneven across the industry.
You may find that a particular
viewer or editor does not support
some features of the SVG specifi-
cation.

You can edit
SVG files in any
text editor.

Look for SVG editors that
offers features to:
• Open and edit SVG files

created with other software
• Edit the SVG source directly

for maximum control and
flexibility

• Ensure syntax accuracy with
automatic SVG source
validation and error reporting

• Create high-quality SVG
graphics with standard visual
design tools

• Add sophistication to vector
graphics with gradients,
patterns and filter effects

• Provide facilities for adding
and evaluating javascripts for
customizing use

Adobe Illustrator 10
supports the SVG
format directly.

Select elements and
edit them with
Illustrator’s style and
drawing tools.

Many editors use
colored text to help
you see the SVG
structure and
contents, such as
this text view in the
Jasc WebDraw
editor.

SVG is sometimes called “the new Flash” since it supports time-based animation, event-based scripting, and
document modification (features that have made Macromedia’s Flash a popular commercial product for vector-
based web graphics).  As support for SVG grows, look for more products to include SVG support, and for SVG
to incorporate even more new features, in the same way that HTML has come a long way from the simple
hypertext markup language that appeared in the early days of the web.

This SVG was created by
TNTmips from a Map Layout.
It opened without modification
in Adobe Illustrator.


