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This booklet introduces Remote sensing, the science of obtaining and interpreting
information from a distance, using sensors that are not in physical contact with the
object being observed. The science of remote sensing in its broadest sense includes
aerial, satellite, and spacecraft observations. Remote sensing of the Earth has many
purposes, including making and updating planimetric maps, weather forecasting, and
gathering military intelligence.

If you are planning to go online with a
large atlas, be sure to look closely at the
pioneering example presented in this book-
let.  The online MERLIN (Maryland’s En-
vironmental Resources and Land Informa-
tion Network) system is an electronic at-
las provided by the Maryland Department
of Natural Resources (MDNR) for public
viewing and internal use. The information
in this atlas came from and is used by many
other state agencies, such as the State
Highway Authority and the Maryland Of-
fice of Planning. The degree of organiza-
tion and quality built into the MERLIN
system enables MDNR and others to rap-
idly respond to map requests in emergency
situations.

MicroImages provides this booklet to help you think through the issues of atlas design
and planning. TNTmips provides all the tools to assemble both hierarchical and single
layout atlases. You can also create single layout atlases with TNTedit and TNTview.
Although the tools are powerful and simple to use, careful consideration of how best to
present your data is required. This consideration needs to include not only the scope of
the data you have, but who will be using the atlas, and the methods of delivery.

More and more MicroImages clients are
using inexpensive and accurate GPS de-
vices with the TNT products.  Operating
with a GPS Unit introduces TNT’s sup-
port for GPS devices, which is found
throughout all the processes of TNTmips.
You can use GPS techniques in any pro-
cess that has a View window. One or more
GPS sources display a GPS cursor, either
from a live GPS input or from a recorded
GPS log file. GPS can be used to directly
collect geodata, to establish georeference
control for geodata, to map features of in-
terest, and to track vehicles, field agents,
or other moving entities.

54 Getting Started tutorial
booklets with step-by-step
lessons are included on the
TNT products V6.4 CD and
available from
www.microimages.com.
These free booklets contain
over 1300 pages and more
than 3000 color illustrations.
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