Simplifying Legends in Complex Layouts

Below: the Legend is cluttered and confusing,
though the layout is conceptually simple.

\

Turn on the Combine Layers in
LegendView toggle to simplify the Legend.

Thelegend in complex layouts can present the viewer
withanoverwheminglist of groupsandlayers. Youcan
set upasmpler, reusablelegend format for somegroups
by hiding legends, and for other groupsby collapsing
thelengend for many discretelayersinto asingleentry.

Thelayoutillustrated above containssix groupsof multi-
datesatelliteimagery. Each group hasonesatellitecom-
positecolor raster, and one TIGER vector object over-
lay. Thefull, expanded legend, illustrated on theleft,
containsmuch redundant information. A smplifiedleg-
end, illustrated on theright, givestheviewer aquicker
grasp of thedlementsdisplayed inthelayout.

Inthefirst group (October 10), thelegendsfor all the
layershave been combined, and only theraster thumb-
nail isdisplayed. 1nthe second group (July 30), the
legends havelikewise been collapsed, but thistimethe
TIGER legendisdisplayed. Thelegendsfor theother
four groupshave been hidden dtogether. Thus, thesm-
plified legend showsthe viewer theraster image base,
thevector overlay, and theimage datefor each group.

Above: The Legend has been
simplified by selectively
combining and hiding
legend elements.

Tohidealegend, turn on Hide Layersinthegroup’s
right-button drop down menuinthelegendlist.

To collapseagroup legend, turn on Show Layersinthe
group’sright-button drop down menuinthelegendlist.
Then select therepresentative layer you want, openthe
Group Settingsdia og, and turn onthe CombineLayers
inLegendView toggleinthe Specid pandl.

Thelegendisfurther smplified by an automatic festure:
shared styles appear only

onceinthelist (seeillustra-

tionat right).

When multiple element
types use the same drawing
style, the Legend lists the
style only once, listing each
element type alongside. In
this illustration for example,
A40 and A41 road types both
use the same line style,
which appears only once in
the legend.
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