How MERLIN might be used

Applying for a Dredging Permit

A hypothetical use for MERLIN is to check for potential problems before you o

apply for a dredging permit for shellfish, construction, or other purposes, The T you clickin an SAV polygon,
application process need no longer be a hit or miss proposition. Select the county zv?tl;] %?:] :re giti:ns 'et'celf'f Calong
of interest and add therelevant overlaysto the SPOT satelliteimagery, whichisthe i ¢ormation.

base map at the county level. These overlays might include the recent submerged

aguatic vegetation (SAV) layers, the layers in the Historic Sites group, and other

layer types that relate to the proposed dredging.

If you areinterested in ecological surveying or sport fishing, the SAV bed densities
provided with the InfoTips may alow you to draw conclusions about the distribu-
tions of certain aquatic populations.

You could, of course, also overlay these layers on the topographic maps or the
orthophotographs. However, the semi-transparent polygon fill colors are readily
distinguishable over the grayscale SPOT imagery, which also provides synoptic
images of the appropriate scale and resolution. These same colors may be hard to
distinguish in overlay on a topographic map, because blues and greens are quite
common on the map itself, or over a color-infrared image because the greens and
oranges will blend in.
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