Relative Hispanic Population By County
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This theme map was generated using the interactive Hardcopy Layout process in TNTmips by Microlmages, Inc.,
201 N. 8th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508-1347, (402)477-9554. The layout was printed on a Tektronix Phaser 840.

A High School Project

After learning how to use TNTmips by going through the Getting Started booklets, a 15-year old high school stu-
dent completed the project shown above as extra credit for his freshman Spanish class. He started with separate
vector objects, each of which portrayed county outlines for a single state, and a dBASE 1V file containing popula-
tion data. The counties for all of the states (just over 3100 counties) were merged into a single vector object.
Records from the database were attached to polygons using the Attach Attributes process, which uses coordinates
in the database to identify the corresponding county polygons. These coordinates are supposed to reflect the county
centroids, but are in error for approximately 175 counties (about 6%). The student reconciled all of these errors us-
ing the Select All Unattached Elements and Select Multiply-Attached Elements functions to find polygons lacking
attributes and polygons with more than one county record attached, respectively. He then manually located and at-
tached the appropriate records. After all county polygons had a single population record attached, a computed field
was added to the database to determine the percentage of the county population that 1s Hispanic from the raw data
supplied in the table. A theme map was developed for this computed field using the Count By Element Size feature
so that approximately equal areas of the map would be assigned to each population class. The last step was the de-
sign and printing of the layout, which also includes a state outline map and other components, such as a North ar-
row and scale bars, available with the TNT products. The student basically completed the project on his own, asking
only a few questions related to reconciling the data problems, which were quickly answered by technical support.




