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Hierarchical Picklists

A TNT attribute picklist is a custom list you set up
from your database table that contains the allowable
attributes for elements in a geometric object. A picklist
lets you quickly assign attribute values to elements.
A series of Technical Guides with substantial basic
information about picklists is available (see
microimages.com/documentation/cplates/
75PicklistIntro.pdf or search Tech Guides for
“picklist”). It is possible that your picklist may be
quite long. If there are natural groupings in the picklist,
such as cities, animal types, or landcover classes, you
can use these natural groupings to condense the list
and create a hierarchy to select from.
* Make long picklists more compact for at-
tribute selection.
* Choose desired field for grouping of picklist
attribute values.

Itis easy to create a hierarchical picklist structure and
the hierarchy may contain as many levels as desired.
The fields used to create the hierarchy must be in the
same table as the primary key that provides the picklist
values. Itis then a simple matter of selecting the field
to set up the grouping for each level in the hierarchy.

* Group into hierarchical picklist structure by

simple field selection.
* Create as many levels in hierarchy as desired.

The picklist table contains the values that appear on a
picklist in a primary key field. The field in the table
that the picklist opens from has a foreign key rela-
tionship to the corresponding primary key in the
picklist table. The same window that lets you set up
your picklist hierarchy also provides other picklist
display control options. These options apply to the
ungrouped picklist and to the lowest (last) level of a
hierarchical picklist.
* Choose any field in picklist table for viewing
in the picklist.
* Choose any field in picklist table to deter-
mine order of picklist items.

field that provides default picklist values
(ungrouped or lowest level of hierarchy)
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field to e
use for -
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JSEaTurt\e (Green Turtle (Chelonia mydas
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18 of 18 records shown

5% sightings ! PointDatabase /.C... E@@
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Right-click in a Picklist
window to view or adjust its
settings.

® <none>
O Blue Whale

& Comman Dalphin
O Finback Whale
O GreenTurtle

O Hawksbill Turtls
) Humpback Whalz:
() Indian Ocean Battle Mosed Dolphin
O Indo-Pacific Humpback Dolphin

O Leatherback Turtle

) Loggerhead Turtle

) Olive Ridley Turtle

() Pantropical Spotted Dalphin

5 &
\Z‘icklist settings For field ‘Common Mame' in kable ‘Common Mame Assignment’
Display Field W
Sort by Field ~[Common tame. =]

Group by Field | Group =l

52 Picklist Settings (1316)

Cancel

\
field used to

© Rissa Dolphin . values to

(2 Rough Toothed Dolphin determine order d|Sp|ay in

() Spinner Dolphin of plelISt items . .

O striped Dolphin . pICk“St

O Tawny Murse shark field used to The Settings button is

O Whale Shark create active if a field is
g—— 1> | hierarchy specified for grouping.

ungrouped picklist

Common Name < Common Name As...[X]
® =nones

Y
B Dalphin
() Delphinus delphis
() Tursiops aduncus
O Sousa chinensis
£

Common Mame < Common Name Assig...

® <none>

Y
B Colphin
2 Common Dalphin
() Indian Ocean Bottle Nosed Daolphin
) Indo-Pacific Humpback Dalphin
£

() Pankropical Spotted Dolphin
(2 Risso Dolphin
(2 Rough T aothed Dolphin
(2 Spinner Dolphin
) Striped Dolphin
Sed Turtle
Shark
‘hale

() Stenella attenuate
() Grampus griseus
() Steno bredanensis
() Stenella langirostris
) Stenela coeruleoalba
Sea Turtle
Shark.
‘hale

o

N —

picklist grouped by
"group” field values
(Common Name
displayed as above)

picklist grouped by
"group” field values
with Scientific Name
chosen for viewing

(over)
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The same data can be organized differently in your IITF'I;METLKIR:.U;[;HE]@@ =1 picklist table
picklist selection hierarchy if there are additional fields || 5= ERETERTE e for common
. . . . | ||whale Blue Whale Balseropteramusculus  [Balaenoptera [X)f NAMes
in your picklist table that can be used for grouping. || ok e e e |
Each field used for grouping a picklist must be in the | J=nre = e e
1 1 1 feehiale: Humpback Whale Megaptera novaeangiia [Megaptera
same table as the pICkIISt belng grouped' When yOu _iDoIphin Indian Ocean Botte Nosed DTurgs\oT:s aduricus : Turgsioﬁ':us £
are setting up multiple hierarchical levels, the fields |———— /' =
used for grouping at each level are in different tables. _
. . . Genus names in the
In the illustrated example, the field used for the first common name picklist
level of grouping (Genus) is in the table that provides ;_ab:e are used f‘lfr: the
. o irst grouping in the
both the common name and scientific name for the hierarchy.
marine animal sightings (top table). The field that A i
. . . . . Common Name < Compmon Name As.... ommon Name < Common Name #s... %]
provides the second level of grouping (Family) is in ® crone> 71 [ e r—
the Genus picklist table. You can add this field and B ot e
its values when setting up the picklist table for the B B
. Erampus FAMpLS
lower level of grouping. o e
B Stenella B stenella
styles assigned - View 1 (30B0) (1 Stenella attenuate 0 Pantropical Spotted Dolphin
7 (O Sterella coeruleoalba 2) spinner Dolphin
il G5 o bk ) Stenella longirastris Q ztpriped [[))DI;hin
Steno Skeno
Tursiops [ Tursiops
Dermocheplwdde ;nnch:yldae
Ginglymostomatidas Ginglymostamatidae
Rhincodantidae 7l Rhincodontidas 7l
e —

picklist grouped by
Family and Genus field
values (Common
Name shown)

picklist grouped by
Family and Genus field
values with Scientific
Name chosen for
viewing
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Table Edt Record  Field Help

picklist table for
genus names

J Balaenoptera Balaenopteridas iy . .
| [[Caretta [Cheloniidas J contains famlly
| |[chelonia [Cheloniidas names used
| |lpelphinus Delphinidas .
£ _|Demoche\ys Dermochelyidas 7 fOI' grouplng
Time to draw: 0.035 seconds E E391949 544029 E391949 544029 1:163452 ] ] -
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Sightings of dolphins, sea turtles, whales, and sharks off the coast of Kenya.
The Landsat 7-4-2 tileset available for direct use as an Internet tileset from
Microlmages’ web site provides the reference image.
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